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1830  Rolled railway rails. 
 
1850  300 m spans  
 
1854 Rolling of I sections of wrought iron in France. The start of 

structural sections in Architecture. 
 
1855 Henry Bessemer (England) invented the converter using air 

blown through the molten metal to remove unwanted 
impurities. 

 
1864 Siemens-Martin invented the open hearth process to 

produce mild steel 
 
1870          500m span Brooklyn Bridge New York. 
 
1880  Chicago School of architecture.  
 

 Chicago the gateway to the mid-west,   
A centre of commerce – demand for office and storage space. 
Demand for Office space led to the development of 
skyscrapers. 
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